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ACM SIGCOMM was founded in 1969 as the Special Interest 
Committee on Data Communications (SICCOMM). A year later it 
was rechristened as an ACM Special Interest Group (SIG), 
became SIGCOMM, and began publishing a newsletter called 
Computer Communication Review, generally known by its 
acronym, CCR. 

In CCR’s first year, its editor Edward Fuchs, expressed an interest 
in creating a serious publication outlet for the community. 
However, CCR rapidly became a humble newsletter.  It published 
SIG news such as board minutes and election announcements 
along with occasional papers that members wished to submit.  
Papers were not refereed.   Anything the editor thought worth 
publishing was published. 

Initially, CCR stumbled along. In 1973, all four quarterly issues of 
CCR were published as a consolidated issue of less than 10 pages. 

J. Walter Bond took over the editorship of CCR in 1973 and 
began to improve the newsletter.  By 1974, CCR was still small 
(about 20 pages per issue) but had useful papers such as an essay 
by Len Kleinrock on open research problems.   In January 1975, 
Dave Walden of Bolt Beranek and Newman (BBN) joined Walter 
as co-editor. 

In mid 1975, Walden became CCR’s sole editor. Dave’s accession 
was notable for two reasons. First, with SIGCOMM Chair Wes 
Chu’s encouragement, Dave took the next step in strengthening 
CCR with a commitment to follow a consistent quarterly 
publishing schedule and working hard to solicit more papers. 
Under Dave, CCR settled into a mix of SIG announcements and 
papers, publishing about 100 pages per year.  Second, Dave’s 
appointment kicked off a 16-year period where the editorship of 
CCR stayed within BBN, passed from editor to editor. 

SIGCOMM also began to hold an occasional workshop and those 
workshop proceedings were published as special issues of CCR.  
So, for instance, Ray Tomlinson’s classic paper on selecting TCP 
sequence numbers appeared in CCR in 1975 as part of the 
proceedings of the ACM SIGCOMM/SIGOPS Interprocess 
Communications Workshop. 

Editing in 1975 took a lot of effort.  Dave had to paginate the 
issue by typing page numbers (using a typewriter) on the bottom 
of blank sheets of paper and then pasting the actual papers onto 
the blank sheets.  He’d then send the paginated stack to ACM to 
print. 

In the spring of 1988, I was at BBN and CCR’s then editor, John 
Burruss, asked me to be his successor.  As I recall, John’s pitch, 
delivered over lunch in the BBN cafeteria, was “You’re the 
perfect candidate. You’re young, energetic and gullible.”  I still 
said yes, in part because becoming CCR editor would give me a 
chance to work closely with SIGCOMM’s new chair, Vint Cerf. 

CCR was still much the same as it was late in Dave Walden’s 
editorship. It published about 100 pages a year, plus an annual 
SIGCOMM workshop proceedings.  It was published with cover 
of industrial green construction paper with a stapled spine. Papers 
were usually submitted in hardcopy and I had to assemble them in 
a stack, which ACM would reproduce and put between covers. 
The major difference was that I could use a laser printer to print 
the page numbers. 

With Vint’s encouragement, I decided to try to “modernize” CCR. 
John Burruss had given me the CCR archives – about 5 feet of 
past issues and correspondence with ACM. Buried in the archives 
I found a letter from ACM suggesting that SIGs upgrade the 
covers of their newsletters, including a mockup of a CCR cover 
on red laminated cardstock. I called ACM and they confirmed the 
cover could be done. So, starting with the October 1988 issue (my 
first), CCR had a red cover and a real spine. After a few issues, 
Vint felt we should be more ambitious and hired a graphics firm 
to design a better CCR cover. That cover, still used today, debuted 
in the July 1989 issue. 

I also scrambled to add more research papers to CCR. The 
October 1988 issue had two papers, including one on how to write 
code to compute the OSI checksum.  It was a good paper and 
established CCR as a place to publish papers on efficient 
implementation.  The January 1989 had five papers and, from that 
point on, CCR began to function as what Vint and I called “an 
entry-level journal”, publishing about 400 pages a year. 

CCR remained a one-person enterprise. As editor, I reviewed all 
the papers and chose which ones to publish. Electronic 
submissions began to become common but the technology wasn’t 
mature and I was forced to learn how to hand-edit PostScript® 
files to deal with various printer compatibility issues. Throughout 
my tenure, I continued to send paginated hardcopy stacks of paper 
to ACM.   

Vint’s support was essential. He gave me a nearly unlimited page 
budget. If I found a good paper I could publish it. He ran 
interference when CCR published controversial papers.  He also 
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didn’t hesitate to let me know when he thought I’d published a 
weak paper (or worse, a weak issue). 

In late 1991, Dave Oran took over as CCR editor.  Dave was the 
first non-BBN editor in 16 years.   Dave oversaw CCR’s transition 
into the digital age.  As Dave puts it, he “inherited a bunch of 
Postscript hacking scripts” from me and over his tenure was able 
to get rid of them in favor of PDF.  Dave was the first editor to 
submit CCR to ACM electronically. It was during Dave’s tenure 
that the list of SIGCOMM officers and award winners threatened 
to overflow the back cover and Dave had to redesign it. 

Dave also moved to make CCR less of a one-person activity. The 
switch to PDF made it easier to distribute the reviewing load and 
Dave began regularly giving papers out for review. CCR was 
maturing in its role as an entry-level journal. 

That maturation continued under Dave’s successors, Martha 
Steenstrup and, then, Roch Guerin. Roch instituted an editorial 
board, with editors in different areas of expertise who were tasked 
with ensuring papers got expert reviews.  To ensure CCR was still 
seen as accessible, Roch’s team promised to turn around reviews 
within a quarter and established strict schedules to keep that 
promise -- a practice retained to this day. 

By the time John Wroclawski became CCR editor in 2002, his 
predecessors had done such a good job improving CCR that John 

felt his biggest challenge was preventing CCR from growing up 
into a fully refereed journal.  John sought to keep CCR open to 
new authors and ideas that a more formal journal might not 
welcome. 

John’s successors, Christophe Diot, followed by Srinivasan 
Keshav, built on his work to keep CCR on the delicate boundary 
between accepting only quality work and avoiding exclusion of 
new authors and ideas.  For example, Keshav transitioned CCR to 
a fully electronic submission system (HotCRP) that allowed 
exchanges between authors and reviewers, limited page lengths 
(to “prevent CCR from becoming a morgue for ‘dead’ conference 
papers”) and encouraged reviewers to be supportive rather than 
critical.  Keshav also created a best of CCR session at SIGCOMM 
2012 to provide an alternative path to conference presentation of 
notable work. 

This is the legacy that Dina Papagiannaki is inheriting. I look 
forward to seeing how she takes CCR into the future! 
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